QualityBidders  2.0	COLBI Technologies
Legal and Compliance Rationale

This sheet explains the legal and compliance basis for updating an agency’s prequalification questionnaire to QualityBidders 2.0. It is provided to help agency staff and counsel prepare board materials. It is informational and does not constitute legal advice. Each agency should rely on its own counsel for its specific circumstances.
Statutory framework (California K-12)
1. Public Contract Code section 20101 establishes the standardized questionnaire, financial statement, and uniform rating system framework for prequalification.
1. Public Contract Code section 20111.5 authorizes districts to require a standardized prequalification questionnaire and financial statement as a condition of bidding on public works projects.
1. Public Contract Code section 20111.6 requires districts with average daily attendance over 2,500 to prequalify prime contractors, and if used on the project, mechanical, electrical, and plumbing contractors, for projects of one million dollars or more funded in whole or in part with state bond funds.
1. Education Code section 35161 allows a district to delegate authority to staff to administer the prequalification process, including determinations, ratings, and appeals.
Why the update is consistent with the law
1. The 2.0 questionnaire continues to provide a standardized application, a financial statement, a uniform rating system, and an appeal process, which are the elements the statutes contemplate.
1. The questionnaire content and rating calculation were updated to reflect current statute and best practice, which supports a uniform, objective, and defensible prequalification process.
1. The appeal procedures are preserved, protecting a contractor’s ability to challenge a disqualification or a maximum project size rating.
1. Staff delegation, where adopted by the board, continues to authorize designated staff to finalize qualification determinations, ratings, and appeals.
Why board action may be required
Many districts adopt their prequalification questionnaire, rating system, and procedures by board resolution. When the questionnaire and the rating calculation are updated, those districts often bring the updated materials back to the board so that the adopted process matches the process actually in use. A sample resolution and a sample staff report are provided in the board-ready packet. 
What does not change
1. The legal purpose of prequalification: evaluating contractor responsibility, experience, financial capacity, safety record, and labor compliance history.
1. Bid eligibility: only contractors determined prequalified under district procedures and applicable law may bid or be listed as subcontractors on projects requiring prequalification.
1. Existing approved ratings, which migrate to 2.0 and remain valid through their original expiration date.

This sheet is a starting point for counsel review. For platform or migration questions, contact COLBI at qbsupport@colbitech.com.
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